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Cocking’s Blue Bell Community Hub is on its way!
Many of you will have joined us for the launch meeting at the
Village Hall and we were delighted to see the hall really
packed. Your support is invaluable and we will keep you all
updated every step of the way to ensure that the Blue Bell
Community Hub delivers something for everyone. This is the first
of a monthly newsletter and we will also update the website and
Facebook page as we go so don’t forget to follow us:
www.bluebellhub.org
www.twitter.com/BlueBellHub
www.facebook.com/BlueBellCommunityHub
Since the launch we are really delighted to have also received
offers of support from other publicans in the area as well as
some interest in actually being Cocking’s new publican. For
those who could not be at the meeting the proposed hub will
incorporate the village pub, a restaurant, bed and breakfast, a
shop and in due course will include the Post Office.
A fully costed business plan has been put together by the
steering committee led by Peter Gibbon and Nico Dekker and is
available on the website for those who missed the meeting or
would like more detail.

Your Community Hub needs you!
The Hub will be working alongside all local businesses and
grant funders but we also need you. Can you spare some time
to help with fundraising events, such as a coffee morning,
book exchange, possibly even a barn dance? These events
will be crucial, not only to help raise funds but in maintaining
the high profile of the Hub and keeping up momentum, but we
can’t do it without your help!
We are looking to build a register of volunteers so if you can help
or would like to be more involved in The Hub, we’re looking for
bakers, ticket sellers, newsletter and leaflet distributors, a
fundraising secretary, a treasurer and people with ideas! Please
either post your interest on the Facebook page or email us at
info@bluebellhub.org.

www.twitter.com/BlueBellHub

South Downs National Park Visitor Gateway to open in Cocking
Work is also underway to incorporate a South
Downs National Park Gateway into the Blue Bell
Community Hub. It will be the first of its kind
embedded in a village community that’s at the very
heart of the South Downs Way and will serve
visitors and passers-by with information not only
on the National Park itself but attractions in the
immediate vicinity such as our 11th Century Church
and the Millennium history column. This will be a
great addition to the space and also help put all
Cocking businesses on the map.
The SDNP has also allowed us to be part of its Shared Identity Scheme for partners within its boundary
who share its values. It’s not an ‘accreditation’ but just says we are proud to be part of the amazing
place that is the South Downs National Park

A bit of history
As renowned sculptor Philip Jackson, who lives in Cocking, reminded those at the Hub’s launch, a
hostelry at this entry point through the Downs has existed at least since 1635.
This is our opportunity to ensure that this facility remains in the village and that Cocking does not just
become a collection of houses.
Many thanks to Alan Knight’s family who have shared many old photos of the village, including The Blue
Bell, with the committee.

COMING SOON - Share in your Community Hub
We hope that as many people as are able to will invest in our new Community Hub and a Share Offer
will be launched later this month – look out for details online and around the village.

