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Cocking village community project

 

Cocking Christmas & Best Wishes for 2022!



Welcome to the December issue of the Cocking Column, lots of events this month, so stay
tuned and don't miss out! If you have any news, updates, events, feedback, requests/offers,
or would like to place an advertisement before the deadline of 24th every month, please get
in touch with us. Not receiving this and other updates digitally? - please let us know at
editor@cockingcolumn.com

 
 

Dec 4, 11 am-4 pm
Festive Arts & Craft Fair

Blue Bell car park
 

Dec 4, 11 am, 1 pm & 3 pm
Wreath-Making Sessions

Blue Bell garden
 

Dec 9, 12:30 pm
Village Lunch Club

Blue Bell
 

Dec 9, 5:30 pm-7:30 pm
Kids Christmas Movie Night

Village Hall
 

Dec 14, 2:30 pm
U3A Talk - Gilbert & Sullivan

midhurstzoom@gmail.com
 

Dec 16, 10:30 am
Village Coffee Morning

Blue Bell
 

Dec 16, 7 pm onwards
Locals’ Night

Blue Bell
 

Dec 17, 6 pm
Locals’ Darts Trophy Game

Blue Bell
 

Dec 18, 6 pm
Carols Around Cocking

St Catherine's Church
 
 

 
 

Dec 22, 8 pm 'til late
Cocking Christmas Party

Blue Bell
 

Dec 23, Doors 6 pm, Show 6:30 pm
Dick Whittington

Village Hall
 

Dec 24, 3:30 pm
Crib Service

St Catherine's Church
 

Dec 24, 9 pm
Midnight Mass

St Catherine's Church
 

Dec 25, 10:30 am
Christmas Day Mass
St Catherine's Church

 
Dec 25, 2 pm

Christmas Day Lunch
Blue Bell

 
Dec 26, 9:30 am

St Stephen's Mass
St Catherine's Church

 
Dec 31, 8 pm 'til late

New Year's Eve Party
Blue Bell

 
Don't miss the fun,

for upcoming events and more visit
www.cockingcolumn.com
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CALENDAR



HALLOWEEN Over 30 children and their
families turned up to the Halloween Party at
the Rectory, where they carved pumpkins,
hunted for ghosts, had their faces painted,
and listened to spooky stories. One brave
family even joined the Lewis-Jongs,
camping out in the churchyard!

NEWCOMERS EVENT More than 20
newcomers to the village were welcomed
by the Friends of the Blue Bell on the 27th of
October to join them for drinks and nibbles
and to get a chance to meet others in the
village. It’s great to see so many new
families coming to the area.

BONFIRE & FIREWORKS The end of October
saw an amazing firework display at the
Village Hall funded in the main by the Parish
Council. A big thank you to the Village Hall
for your hard work putting it all together!
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NEWS & UPDATES
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY Remembrance
Sunday was well-attended by residents of
Cocking, West Lavington, Heyshott, and
Bepton, including by veterans and by those
who have lost loved ones in war. Nearly
£500 was raised for the Royal British Legion.

ROBERT DOUGLAS WALLIS Died peacefully
on 18th November at St Richards Hospital
aged 93. Born in Bedfordshire, he came to
Cocking as a small child, and apart from
National Service served in the RAF, has lived
in Cocking all his life. Survived by Barbara,
his wife of 69 years, daughter Beverly,
granddaughters Alex and Vicky, and great
grandchildren Evelyn and Joseph.

GREENING CAMPAIGN Cocking Parish is
now signed up to the Greening Campaign.
There will be an open meeting in the new
year for the community to take this exciting
project forwards. In the meantime, details of
the scheme can be found at
http://www.greening-campaign.org

COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH The initiative is
progressing well and should be up and
running soon. Anyone who wishes to help
out with this should email Cat Beaumont at
cat@catbeaumont.co.uk

FRIENDS OF THE BLUE BELL Now activities
and events are permitted again, the ‘Friends’
have had their first annual meeting. The
group’s aim and purpose is to support the
community and the hub by planning,
organising and promoting activities to be
held in and around the village.

COCKING VILLAGE SHOP SUNDAY HOURS
The shop’s Sunday opening hours are now
10am-1pm.

http://www.greening-campaign.org/
mailto:cat@catbeaumont.co.uk


UPCOMING EVENTS

 
FESTIVE ARTS & CRAFT FAIR 11am-4pm, 4th
December at the Blue Bell. The fair will
showcase our Cocking villagers’ wares - an
ideal place for some early Christmas
shopping. There will also be wreath making
sessions at 11am, 1pm, & 3pm. Please email
emalec@paypal.com to pre book your slot.
Wreaths are £30 each with cash payment on
the day.
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SDNP INFO POINT The final pieces of the
South Downs National Park’s graphics and
signs have now been installed both inside
and outside the Blue Bell. The information
point is a place where visitors can learn
about the village, its history and attractions
and gain more information on the park and
the area. We are very grateful for the
support the SNDP has given us.

BLUE BELL CHRISTMAS HOURS On
Christmas Eve, the BB is open 11am-11pm,
and on Christmas Day it is open 11am-1pm
for drinks only: Christmas lunch is fully
booked! On Boxing Day, it is open 12pm-3pm
for drinks only, and New Year’s Eve hours
are 10am-1am. The Blue Bell is closed on
New Year’s Day.

BLUE BELL DARTS TEAM Well done Kerry
for taking over the trophy for the next
month. A great turnout with the evidence
that practise makes perfect! Thank you
again to Steve and the Blue Bell team for the
excellent complimentary snacks.

COCKING COLUMN WEBSITE We go from
strength to strength with high-level website
visits. Kindly share our digital version with
other family members and friends so they
can subscribe and be kept up to date.
www.cockingcolumn.com

VILLAGE LUNCH CLUB The village lunch
club will be held every second Thursday of
the month in the Blue Bell at 12:30pm. The
next one will be on 9th December. Set main
course and pudding for the special price of
£7.50. Please book in advance by 7th
December. Secure a place by phoning the
Blue Bell on 01730 239669 or by email
info@thebluebellatcocking.co.uk
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING The next Parish
Council meeting will be on December 6th at
6:30pm in the Village Hall. All residents are
welcome to come along to observe the
meeting and there will be an opportunity to
ask questions.

KIDS CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT 5:30pm-
7:30pm, 9th December at the Village Hall. A
free showing of ‘Arthur Christmas’ - It’s
Christmas every day for Arthur, son of Santa.
Sweets and drinks will be on sale. Turn up
on the day no booking needed. Contact
Steve at the Blue Bell for a pre/post dinner
menu.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY Sadly we
have had to make the tough decision to
cancel the CVH Children's Christmas Party
this year. Santa sends his apologies, it seems
he finds himself unavoidably tied up in
quarantine regulations!

CHRISTMAS PARTY From 8pm-late on 22nd
December, the Blue Bell is throwing a
Christmas party with music and dancing.
Nibbles will be provided. Entry is free.

DICK WHITTINGTON PANTO At 6pm, 23rd
December the RahRah Theatre Company
will perform the classic panto Dick
Whittington. Tickets are available from the
Village Shop and Blue Bell. £5 per child and
£10 per adult.

U3A At 2:30pm on December 14th, Bernard
Lockett will speak on "The Heritage of
Gilbert & Sullivan". For an invitation, please
email midhurstzoom@gmail.com

VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING The coffee
morning is on each third Thursday of the
month at 10:30 am in the Blue Bell. No need
to book; just join and catch up with your
fellow villagers. Cake and biscuits provided.
The next one will be on 16th December.

LOCALS’ NIGHT Held every third Thursday
of the month, December’s local night will be
on the 16th, from 7pm. £10 single course
menu. Book early! If you live in Cocking and
have difficulty with transport, let Steve know
when you book, and we will do our best to
help.

DARTS The next darts match will be at 6pm
on 17th December at the Blue Bell. Please
sign up at the Blue Bell. Tim Waite will be
away, can someone kindly umpire the night.

CAROLS AROUND COCKING From 6pm on
18th December, there will be Christmas
caroling in the village. All are free to come
and join in. Locations include the church
(6pm), the Croft (6:20pm), Church Lane
(6:40pm), Christmas tree on the Green (7pm),
and the Blue Bell (7:20pm).

The editors hold no responsibility for errors.

mailto:midhurstzoom@gmail.com


Contact - editor@cockingcolumn.com
Visit - www.cockingcolumn.com

FAMILY CRIB SERVICE The crib service at St
Catherine’s Church will be at 3:30pm on 24th
December. There will be poems and songs
and prayers and candles, and of course, the
obligatory Christmas figures.

MIDNIGHT MASS The candle-lit midnight
mass service at St Catherine’s will be at 9pm
on 24th December.

CHRISTMAS DAY The Christmas Day service
at St Catherine’s will be at 10:30am on 25th
December.

COCKING VILLAGE SHOP Our little village
shop will be selling fresh and dried
Christmas wreaths this December to get you
in that festive spirit! We will also be selling
little Christmas gifts perfect for stocking
presents etc. Keep your eyes peeled for our
seasonal produce and stock arriving on the
shelves! Remember we are doing fruit/veg
boxes and taking pre orders.

NEW CHURCH LOGO Mark Foster of Stone
Fern Ltd has designed a new visual identity
for the church, gathering together symbols
associated with all the churches within our
Benefice, including St Catherine of Siena in
Cocking, St James in Heyshott, St Mary in
Bepton, and even St Mary Magdalene, now
closed, in West Lavington. Stone Fern has
also done design work for the Parish Council
and the Blue Bell.

BLUE BELL CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR The
Blue Bell is now taking bookings for the
Festive Season. They will be serving a
traditional Christmas menu on the day itself.
Details will soon be available both on the
website and in the Blue Bell, but tables can
be reserved now. A pre-Christmas set menu
is available from 10th December.

BLUE BELL B&B Remember that the Blue
Bell will be open over Christmas in case any
of your friends or family need a room for the
night!

COMMUNITY TRANSPORT There are various
residents who would appreciate a lift both
within the village as well as out of it. If you
can drive and are willing to join our effort to
improve accessibility and mobility, Email
frjonathan@underthedowns.co.uk

VILLAGE WHATSAPP Cocking Column
would like to start a village WhatsApp group.
If you're interested, please send Fr Jonathan
a WhatsApp message: 07799 271913.

PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION In January, Fr
Jonathan–whose other job is as a cognitive
scientist–is offering a free online course on
the psychology of religion as part of the
Chichester Cathedral Theology Network.:
https://www.cathedraltheology.org/the-
psychology-of-religion

REQUESTS & OFFERS
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Printed by Petaprint Ltd, Petersfield.

 
We are a Digital and Lithographic

printing company committed to meeting
your promotional and stationery needs.

 
01730 262450

 
www.petaprint.co.uk

 

mailto:frjonathan@underthedowns.co.uk
https://www.cathedraltheology.org/the-psychology-of-religion


 
COCKING PARISH COUNCIL
www.cocking.org
     @cockingvillageparishcouncil

COCKING VILLAGE
www.cockingvillage.co.uk

ST CATHERINE OF SIENA PARISH CHURCH
www.underthedowns.co.uk

BLUE BELL PUB AND COMMUNITY HUB
www.thebluebellatcocking.co.uk
     @bluebellsussex
     @bluebell_sussex
     @bluebell_sussex

COCKING VILLAGE SHOP AND POST OFFICE
www.cockingvillageshop.co.uk 
     @cockingvillageshopandpostoffice
     @cocking_villageshop

COCKING VILLAGE HALL
www.cockingvillagehall.org
     @cockingvillagehall

MILESTONE GARAGE 
www.milestonegarage.co.uk

 See events www.cockingcolumn.com
Stay tuned and don't miss out!

 
A 5 star rated graphic design studio

based in Midhurst.
 

We help businesses large and small
with their branding, packaging. digital

media and print needs.
 

To find out more about how we could
help your business please visit:

 
studio@stonefern.com

01730 207208
 

www.stonefern.com
 

STONEFERN DESIGN STUDIO 

 
QUICK FRIENDLY RELIABLE

LAUNDRY & IRONING SERVICE
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

 
DELIVERY & COLLECTION SERVICE

OR FREE EASY PARKING
 

CALL US NOW
01730 810651

 
www.thelaundryroommidhurst.co.uk

 

THE LAUNDRY ROOM

Do you want to spotlight your local service
or business at low and affordable rates?

Quarter page (approx.) from £12 per issue or;
one-eighth page (approx.) from £6 per issue
for internet placement; printed placement
subject to issue space and editors discretion.

Artwork and payment deadline of 24th every
month.

The editors reserve the right to protect the
best interest of Cocking village.

WANT TO ADVERTISE?
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LOCAL LINKS

The editors hold no responsibility for errors.

Jennifer takes aim!.

http://www.cocking.org/
https://www.cockingvillage.co.uk/
http://www.underthedowns.co.uk/
http://www.thebluebellatcocking.co.uk/


Friday, 31st December
8pm 'til late

Come & enjoy the fun, music, dancing, buffet &
complimentary glass of fizz at midnight

£10 per person
 

Book early 01730 239669
info@thebluebellatcocking.co.uk

New Year's Eve
Party
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